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In spite of this derivation from many sources and the
consequent variety of forms and types, we find a remarkable
unity of spirit informing Indian culture throughout the
ages. In fact it is this underlying unity which is one of the
most remarkable features of Indian culture. In volume and
duration no civilisation with the possible exception of the
Chinese can bear comparison with the civilisation of India.
The area of the land, the number of the people, the variety
of the races and the length of history are hardly repeated
elsewhere. The vitality of Indian culture is equally amazing*
In spite of a thousand vicissitudes, it has survived to the
modern day. It has not only survived, but displays an
energy which promises to make it one of the most fruitful
sources of the future culture of the world. This has been
possible only on account of a sense of Indian-ness which
imposed unity on all diversity and wove into one fabric
of national life the many strands of different texture, colour
and quality, which have entered here.

Unity and uniformity serve as the basis of the conti-
nuity of the Indian tradition. The ancient world threw
up fine ftowers of civilisation in many lands. With the
exception of India and China they are all dead and gone.
New civilisations may have blossomed in such ancient lands,
but they are novel growths. It is only in, India, and to some
extent in China, that the old civilisation and culture have
grown and changed, but never grown or changed at the
expense of an underlying unity. This has been possible
only through the capacity of re-adjustment exhibited-by
Indian society. Capacity of readjustment is* the index of
life, and the secret of the long and continuous life of Indian
civilisation lies in the fact that Indian thought and Indian
social polity have adjusted and re-adjusted themsevles
to the changing circumstances of different periods with
an elasticity that has rarely been equalled.

One ground of this adjustment is found in the spirit
of toleration that has characterised Indian history through-